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Introduction:  SDG&E proposes to obtain a new Right-Of-Way (ROW) to own, operate, 
maintain, repair, replace, reinstall, reconstruct, and/or remove electric facilities that 
would provide electrical service to Taciana Chavez at 26828 Muckenuway Lane, within 
the San Pasqual Reservation, Tribal Tract 5011. The requested ROW would include 
P212409 and a single span service to a new home, with a width of 12 feet and length of 
approximately 49 feet. The proposed ROW would also expressly provide SDG&E the 
right to install, own, operate, maintain, repair, replace, and remove communication 
facilities and overhead appurtenances used solely and exclusively for SDG&E’s internal 
communications. The term of the easement would be held in perpetuity, but the Tribe 
may terminate it per 25 C.F.R. Part 169. 
 
Location:  26828 Muckenuway Lane, Valley Center, San Pasqual Reservation, BIA 
Tribal Tract 5011. 
 
Affected Environment:  The project area consists of the requested easement area 
(Attachment 3) and is highly disturbed with exposed soils and a lack of vegetative cover. 
Soils are classified as Placentia sandy loam with 2 to 9 percent slopes (Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 2023), and the geologic unit includes Mesozoic granite, quartz 
monzonite, granodiorite, and quartz diorite rocks (grMZ, California Geological Survey 
2015). The project area is within the Peninsular Ranges province at 1,750 feet in 
elevation, surrounded by chaparral vegetation and riparian corridors. Paradise Creek and 
its tributaries are located over 1.0 mile north of the project area (Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 2023). 
 
SDG&E acquired an Official Species List from the United States Department of Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USDOI-FWS) via the Information for Planning and 
Conservation (IPaC) website (2023). Official species lists include any threatened, 
endangered, or candidate species managed by the USDOI-FWS with the potential to 
occur within a project area based on the known or expected range of each species. There 
are a total of six threatened, endangered, or candidate species on the Official Species List 
generated for this project: Stephens’ kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi, Threatened), 
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coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica, Threatened), least 
Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus, Endangered), southwestern willow flycatcher 
(Empidonax traillii extimus, Endangered), arroyo toad (Anaxyrus californicus, 
Endangered), and monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus, Candidate).  
 
There is no critical habitat for these species in the project area.  As discussed in 
Attachment 5, there is no suitable habitat for any sensitive species in the project area and 
no potential to occur within or immediately adjacent to the project area.1  
 
Project Objectives:  SDG&E is requesting a new 12-foot-wide ROW to install, own, 
operate, maintain, repair, replace, reinstall, reconstruct, and/or remove new electric 
facilities that are needed to provide electric service to a new housing development at 
Muckenuway Lane, Tribal Tract 5011. The proposed ROW would also provide SDG&E 
the right to install, own, operate, maintain, repair, replace, and remove communication 
facilities and overhead appurtenances used solely and exclusively for SDG&E’s internal 
communications. 
 
Alternatives: 
 

1. Alternative 1 (No Action Alternative) — Under the No Action Alternative, the 
BIA would not grant SDG&E’s request for the ROW to install, operate, and 
maintain the new overhead electric facilities associated with the residence at 
Muckenuway Lane, Tribal Tract 5011. Without approval of a new easement by 
the BIA, SDG&E could not install, operate, and maintain the electric facilities, 
which as a result would leave the tribal members at Muckenuway Lane without 
electrical service. Instead, other new facilities and an easement would be required 
to provide electrical service, potentially in areas that have not been previously 
disturbed. 

 
2. Alternative 2 (Preferred Alternative) — The Preferred Alternative is to grant 

SDG&E the ROW, which would allow SDG&E to install, own, operate, maintain, 
repair, replace, reinstall, reconstruct, and/or remove the overhead electric facilities 
to ensure electric service to the tribal members located at Muckenuway Lane 
(Tribal Tract 5011). The requested ROW would include P212409 and a single 
span service to a new home, with a width of 12 feet and length of approximately 
49 feet. SDG&E would also install communications facilities in the proposed 
ROW. The communications facilities would be used solely and exclusively for 
SDG&E’s internal communications. SDG&E communications facilities improve 
service reliability by, among other things, providing remote switching capabilities 

 
1 The ESA-listed species are “covered species” in SDG&E’s Subregional Natural Community 
Conservation Plan and Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), which SDG&E developed the under section 10 of 
the ESA with USDOI-FWS (and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)). DOI-FWS (and 
CDFW) approved the HCP in 1995 and issued SDG&E an incidental take permit (ITP) under Section 10 of 
the ESA that authorized the “incidental take of 110 species in San Diego County and portions of Orange 
and Riverside County, California.” The ITP is in effect and provides take authorization for the ESA-listed 
species identified. 
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that help restore service to customers faster and allow SDG&E to isolate faults 
and transfer customers to other circuits before the arrival of field crews. Certain 
communications facilities are also valuable tools for gathering information such 
as voltage, current, power factor, etc. to inform SDG&E system planning. The 
Preferred Alternative would allow SDG&E to install, own, operate, maintain, 
repair, replace, reinstall, reconstruct, and/or remove electric facilities and 
structures in perpetuity, unless terminated by the Tribe per 25 C.F.R. Part 169. 
 
O&M activities are those related to the control and upkeep of existing SDG&E 
facilities, including but not limited to routine, preventive, scheduled, and 
unscheduled actions aimed at preventing equipment failure or decline with the 
goal of maintaining or increasing efficiency, reliability, and safety. O&M 
activities include inspecting, monitoring, and testing existing equipment; 
operating valves and switches; repairing and replacing existing facilities, 
structures, wires, and access roads; increasing the height above ground or the 
depth below ground of facilities; replacing overhead lines with buried 
underground lines; and vegetation management, including tree removal and 
pruning. The easement also includes the right of SDG&E to ingress and egress to, 
from, along, and within the easement by a practical route or routes in, upon, over, 
and across the San Pasqual Reservation.  The easement would also require the 
area to be kept clear of structures, including but not limited to buildings, 
explosives, brush, combustibles and materials, and allows the construction and 
maintenance of roads as are necessary and appropriate.   
 
SDG&E regularly inspects poles, including those part of the Preferred 
Alternative, to determine O&M requirements. If O&M requirements are identified 
during inspections, SDG&E crews or contractors conduct the required 
maintenance. This typically includes utilizing a five-person crew consisting of an 
aerial lift and two to three four-wheel-drive crew trucks. The potential O&M 
activities include, but are not limited to, equipment repair and replacement, such 
as conductors (wires) and insulators, poles and crossarms, communications 
equipment, vegetation management, such as tree trimming or removing 
flammable materials, transmission road regrading and erosional repairs, and 
driving vehicles to and from existing poles and facilities. 
 
Vegetation management plays a critical role in maintaining reliable and safe gas 
and electrical service throughout the region. Vegetation is managed within and 
adjacent to all SDG&E facilities including but not limited to overhead electric 
lines, substations and regulators, access roads, drainage structures, areas around 
transformers, and buildings. Vegetation is controlled to facilitate the construction 
and use of roads, allow inspection and maintenance of infrastructure and facilities, 
expose hazards such as ruts to drivers, eliminate noxious weeds, prevent fires, and 
provide safe working areas. 
 
SDG&E conducts ongoing vegetation removal and management around electric 
and gas infrastructure in order to comply with California Public Utilities 
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Commission (CPUC) General Orders, California Public Resources Code Section 
4292, and other applicable laws for fire prevention or control. These fire control 
measures can aid in the prevention of fire caused by arcing and can protect the 
facilities from failure due to a fire in a surrounding area. Areas cleared of 
vegetation are also required around gas line valve complexes and cathodic test 
stations for fire protection. 
 
Since 1995, SDG&E has performed all O&M on BIA lands in compliance with 
SDG&E’s Subregional Natural Community Conservation Plan and Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP). SDG&E developed the Subregional Plan under section 
10 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) with DOI-FWS and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). 
 
The HCP avoids and minimizes impacts to numerous wildlife and plant species 
and their habitats while allowing SDG&E to install, maintain, operate, and repair 
its existing system and undertake typical expansion of the electric grid. It includes 
dozens of required operational protocols, which SDG&E has implemented since 
1995, that were primarily based upon impact avoidance and minimization. 
 
DOI-FWS (and CDFW) approved the HCP in 1995 and issued SDG&E an 
incidental take permit (ITP) under Section 10 of the ESA that authorized the 
“incidental take of 110 species in San Diego County and portions of Orange and 
Riverside County, California.” The ITP is in effect and provides take 
authorization for all ESA-listed species on BIA Lands in SDG&E’s service 
territory. 
 
SDG&E would continue to operate and maintain existing facilities in an 
environmentally sensitive manner by complying with its ITP and following a 
number of other best management practices and other standard operating 
procedures that have been developed and implemented by SDG&E over the past 
27 years to avoid and minimize environmental impacts, and to comply with 
applicable environmental laws and regulations. A summary of these practices and 
procedures is included as Attachment 6. 
 

Consequences of Selected Alternative:   
 

1. No Action:  If BIA does not grant SDG&E the ROW, SDG&E would not be able 
to provide electric service to the tribal members at 26828 Muckenuway Lane. The 
tribal members would need an alternate energy source and/or route to provide 
electricity, either provided by SDG&E or obtained independently by the Tribe. 
New construction of these facilities would be required, as well as O&M activities 
for the new facilities.  
 

2. Preferred Alternative: If the new ROW is granted SDG&E would be able to 
install, operate, and maintain electrical service to the tribal members at 
Muckenuway Lane. 
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Potential Effects to Environment:   
 

1. Land Resources: As part of existing O&M procedures, SDG&E routinely 
evaluates the soil and geologic conditions prior to working in an area and 
implements the necessary measures to address any concerns. For example, the 
Best Management Practices (BMP) Manual for Water Quality Construction 
(SDG&E 2011) includes measures that reduce soil loss and help ensure BMP 
usage is consistent with applicable rules and regulations. All of these procedures 
would be implemented as part of the Preferred Alternative. Therefore, the 
Preferred Alternative would not result in direct or indirect effects on land 
resources. 
 

2. Water Resources: As noted above, there are no surface waters within the 
proposed easement. SDG&E utilizes BMPs in accordance with their BMP Manual 
for Water Quality Construction and would remain in compliance with applicable 
laws and regulations, including the Clean Water Act. In the unlikely event that 
O&M activities would result in impacts to jurisdictional waters, SDG&E would 
acquire the appropriate permits, potentially including (but not necessarily limited 
to) Clean Water Act Section 401 and 404 permits, and follow the permit 
conditions, which would minimize impacts. Therefore, the Preferred Alternative 
would not result in direct or indirect effects on water resources. 
 

3. Biological Resources:  As stated in Attachment 5, the USDOI-FWS IPaC report 
identified six endangered, threatened, or candidate species on the Official Species 
List for the project area; however, the species have no critical habitat and no 
potential to occur within or adjacent to the project area. There is no native 
vegetation or species habitat within the project area that will be impacted by the 
approval/use of the easement. In addition, pursuant to SDG&E’s HCP, SDG&E 
crews and contractors are required to follow all applicable Operational Protocols 
while working in natural areas. Operational Protocols include general behaviors 
(i.e., BMPs) that all field personnel must follow when working in environmentally 
sensitive areas, training, and pre-activity surveys that can result in additional 
measures to further minimize impacts to listed species and vegetation 
communities. Therefore, a field survey is not necessary at this time and the 
Preferred Alternative would not result in direct or indirect effects on biological 
resources. 

 
4. Cultural Resources:  The project area has previous ground disturbance and has 

been modified so extensively that the likelihood of finding any cultural properties 
is negligible. There are no known historic properties in or eligible for inclusion in 
the National Register within the vicinity of the project area after a review of files 
at the South Coastal Information Center. No cultural resources studies were 
undertaken by SDG&E however a previous survey was completed for an 
unrelated SDG&E project with negative results. No further cultural resources 
evaluation is needed. In the event of a discovery (discovery means any previously 
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unidentified or incorrectly identified cultural resources including, but not limited 
to, archaeological deposits, human remains, or locations reportedly associated 
with Native American religious/traditional beliefs or practices), all operations in 
the immediate vicinity of the discovery will cease and the BIA, Regional 
Archaeologist will be notified. The Area of Potential Effects for the Preferred 
Alternative is limited to the ROW, as shown in Attachment 3. Therefore, the 
Preferred Alternative would not result in direct or indirect effects on cultural 
resources. 

 
5. Sensitive Area Resources:  The Preferred Alternative would not result in visual 

or lighting alterations to the project area, as the overhead facilities associated with 
the easement are already in place. In addition, there are no underground storage 
tanks (USTs) or Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) sites located 
within the vicinity of the project area and SDG&E would comply with all local 
noise ordinances, as applicable. Therefore, the Preferred Alternative would not 
result in direct or indirect effects on other sensitive area resources (Attachment 8). 
 

6. Air Resources:  The new easement would allow for standard O&M activities, 
which could result in minimal and temporary construction activities. However, 
this minimal amount of construction would not be anticipated to result in harmful 
or nuisance emissions to the air. Therefore, the Preferred Alternative would not 
result in direct or indirect effect related to air quality. 
 

Recommendation:    
 
The Preferred Alternative is recommended because if SDG&E obtains a new easement, 
the overhead and underground electric facilities would be installed, owned, operated, and 
maintained properly, thus ensuring reliable electrical service to tribal members. 
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Attachment 1: General Site Map 
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Attachment 2: Project Site Photographs 
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Attachment 3: Location Information for Project Site 
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Attachment 4: Cultural/Historical Properties Determination  
 
  



   
 

 
 
 

  Kristin Tennesen 
 Senior Cultural Resources 

Specialist 
 8315 Century Park Court 

San Diego, CA 92123 
Email: ktennese@sdge.com 

cell: 619-538-6339 

June 19, 2023 
 
Katie Basinski 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
SDG&E Environmental Services 
8315 Century Park Court 
San Diego, CA 92123 
 
RE: Attachment 4: Cultural/Historical Properties Determination for the Proposed 
San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians New Right-of-way (ROW) for Electric 
Facilities to serve Taciana Chavez at 26828 Muckenuway Lane, Valley Center 
Project (eTS 6011001) 
 
Dear Ms. Basinski: 
 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) requires Federal 
agencies to consider the effects of their undertakings on historic properties. An agency 
satisfies these obligations by following the process outlined in 36 C.F.R. Part 800.  
 
The granting of the right-of-way (ROW), as described in the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the Proposed San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians New Right-of-way (ROW) 
for Electric Facilities to serve Taciana Chavez at 26828 Muckenuway Lane, Valley 
Center Project (eTS 6011001), would allow SDG&E to obtain a new Right-Of-Way 
(ROW) to own, operate, maintain, repair, replace, reinstall, reconstruct, and/or remove 
electric facilities that would provide electrical service to Taciana Chavez at 26828 
Muckenuway Lane, Valley Center, within the San Pasqual Reservation. As detailed 
below, the installation will occur in an area previously disturbed by the tribe for home 
construction, in an area chosen and prepared by the tribe for electrical service 
installation. There are no historic or cultural properties in the area of potential effects of 
the undertaking, therefore SDG&E recommends that a Section 106 finding of “no 
potential to cause effects” or “no historic properties affected” pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.2(c)(4) is appropriate.  
 
I. Undertaking and Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
 
The undertaking is a new SDG&E ROW for the Proposed Project, Electric Facilities to 
serve Taciana Chavez at 26828 Muckenuway Lane, Valley Center (eTS 6011001). 
 



Page 2 

 

The Area of Potential Effects would be limited to the proposed ROW of the project. See 
EA Attachment 3 for a depiction of the APE. 
 
II.  Identification of Historic Properties 
 
Section 106 requires consideration of those properties listed on the National Register, 
but also of those properties that are eligible for listing. 
 
Based on a search of records from the South Coastal Information Center, results of a 
previous survey for an unrelated SDG&E project, and inspection of aerial images, this 
area has been covered by cultural resources surveys (ICF International 2016) and the 
area has been developed by the tribe. There are no historical or cultural properties in 
the APE of the undertaking. 
 
III. Assess Effects 
 
SDG&E concludes that the approval of the ROW has no potential to cause effects and 
no historic properties affected pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1) because the project 
area was recently developed by the tribe as home sites and there are no known cultural 
or historic properties within the ROW. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kristin Tennesen, M.A., RPA 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
Cultural Resources 
SDG&E Environmental Programs 
 
References: 
 
ICF International 
 2016 ETS 30028 – Cultural Resources Survey for the FIRM C1030 Section F 

Reconductor Project, Valley Center, San Diego County, California.  
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Attachment 5: Biological Determination 
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BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION  
PROPOSED SAN PASQUAL BAND OF MISSION INDIANS NEW RIGHT-OF-
WAY FOR OH ELECTRIC FACILITIES TO SERVE TACIANA CHAVEZ AT 

26828 MUCKENUWAY LANE, VALLEY CENTER (BIA TRIBAL TRACT 5011)  
 

Special-Status Species:  

An Official Species List was acquired from the United States Department of Interior Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USDOI-FWS) via the Information for Planning and Conservation 
(IPaC) website (2023) (attached). The results highlighted six species whose range overlap 
with the boundary of the project. The list includes the following species: Stephens’ 
kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi, Threatened), coastal California gnatcatcher 
(Polioptila californica californica, Threatened), least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus, 
Endangered), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus, Endangered), 
arroyo toad (Anaxyrus californicus, Endangered), and monarch butterfly (Danaus 
plexippus, Candidate). The table below reviews the potential to occur, including analysis 
of the habitat and environmental requirements, for each of the six species.  

Stephens’ kangaroo rat, coastal California gnatcatcher, southwestern willow flycatcher, 
least Bell’s vireo, arroyo toad, and monarch butterfly have no potential to occur within 
the immediate project area or the surrounding habitat. 

TABLE OF SPECIES WITH POTENTIAL TO OCCUR 

Common Name 

(Scientific Name) 
Status Criteria for Potential Presence/Absence 

Stephens’ Kangaroo 
Rat  

(Dipodomys 
stephensi) 

FT, ST, 
NCCP 

Stephens’ kangaroo rat is a small burrowing mammal 
that resides in an arid environment with loose sandy soil 
generally free of dense vegetation. They are often found 
in grassland areas with less than 50% vegetative cover 
but can also occur in savannah, dune, or chaparral 
habitat if soft soil is present to burrow in. While 
potentially suitable may occur in the surrounding area, 
suitable habitat does not occur within the immediate 
project area and there is no potential for effects to this 
species as a result of the proposed project. 

Coastal California 
Gnatcatcher 

(Polioptila californica 
californica) 

FT, SSC, 
NCCP 

Coastal California gnatcatcher occur in open coastal 
sage scrub habitat with California sagebrush as a 
dominant or co-dominant species, and may occur near 
sage scrub-grassland interfaces and, to a lesser extent, 
where sage scrub grades into chaparral. While 
potentially suitable habitat may occur in the surrounding 
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Common Name 

(Scientific Name) 
Status Criteria for Potential Presence/Absence 

area, suitable habitat does not occur within the 
immediate project area and there is no potential for 
effects to this species as a result of the proposed project. 

Least Bell's Vireo  

(Vireo bellii pusillus) 

 

FE, SE, 
NCCP 

This species selects riparian woodland and riparian 
scrub dominated by willow and/or mulefat (Baccaharis 
salicifolia) for breeding. Suitable habitat does not occur 
within the immediate project area and there is no 
potential for effects to this species as a result of the 
proposed project.  

Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher  

(Empidonax traillii 
extimus) 

FE, SE, 
NCCP 

This species prefers moist, shrubby areas, often with 
standing or running water such as thickets of willows, 
whether along streams in broad valleys, in canyon 
bottoms, around mountain-side seepages, or at the 
margins of ponds and lakes. It also occurs in riparian 
forests with or without shrubs. Suitable habitat does not 
occur within the immediate project area and there is no 
potential for effects to this species as a result of the 
proposed project. 

Arroyo Toad  

(Anaxyrus 
californicus) 

FE, SSC, 
NCCP 

The arroyo toad inhabits washes, arroyos, sandy 
riverbanks, riparian areas with willows, sycamores, 
oaks, and cottonwoods. Arroyo toads have extremely 
specialized habitat needs, which include exposed sandy 
stream sides with stable terraces for burrowing with 
scattered vegetation for shelter, and areas of quiet water 
or pools free of predatory fishes with sandy or gravel 
bottoms without silt for breeding. Suitable habitat does 
not occur within the immediate project area and there is 
no potential for effects to this species as a result of the 
proposed project. 

Monarch Butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus) 

Candidate 
species 

The main habitat requirement for monarch butterflies is 
the presence of milkweed (Asclepias sp.). Monarch 
butterflies exclusively use milkweed as their host plant. 
Milkweed species are hardy and grow across a diverse 
array of habitats from grasslands, meadows, agricultural 
land, mountain foothills and sandy areas. Spring-
blooming nectar plants (blooming approximately March 
20 - June 1) fuel the monarch migration northward from 
Mexico and inland from the California coast. Abundant 
nectar sources are crucial to their survival across 
migration corridors. While there are flowering plants in 
the general surrounding area, the immediate project area 
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Common Name 

(Scientific Name) 
Status Criteria for Potential Presence/Absence 

is bare ground; therefore, there is no potential for effects 
to this species to occur as a result of the proposed 
project.  

FE – Federally endangered; FT – Federally threatened; SE – State endangered; ST – State 
threatened; SSC – species of special concern 
NCCP – SDG&E Subregional NCCP/HCP covered species (USFWS Internal Section 7 
Biological Opinion [1-6-96-FW-07 BO]; Section 10 ESA Take Permit [PRT-809637]) 

 

Summary: 

Implementation of the new easement to install own, operate, maintain, repair, replace, 
reinstall, reconstruct, and/or remove electric facilities, will result in no effect to the 
following species of special concern: Stephens’ kangaroo rat, coastal California 
gnatcatcher, least Bell’s vireo, southwestern willow flycatcher, arroyo toad, and monarch 
butterfly. 
 
Additionally, SDG&E crews are provided an annual NCCP training that covers 
information on sensitive NCCP-covered species and awareness on how to minimize 
impacts while conducting work activities. Work crews will follow the Operational 
Protocols stated in SDG&E’s NCCP (Section 7.1 Operational Protocols) to avoid, 
minimize, or mitigate impacts to biological resources as a result of project-related 
activities.   
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Attachment 6: Operational Protocols and Standard Operating Procedures 
 
1.1.1. Operational Protocols and Standard Operating Procedures 
 
SDG&E currently operates and maintains existing facilities in an environmentally 
sensitive manner by following a number of best management practices and other standard 
operating procedures that have been developed and implemented by SDG&E over the 
past 27 years to avoid and minimize environmental impacts, and to comply with 
applicable environmental laws and regulations. A summary of these is included below. 
 

1.1.1.1. Biological Resources 
 
Since 1995, SDG&E has operated and maintained existing facilities in compliance with 
its 1995 Subregional Natural Community Conservation Plan and Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP/NCCP). SDG&E developed the HCP/NCCP in collaboration with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW). The HCP/NCCP has been designed to avoid and minimize impacts to 
numerous wildlife and plant species and their habitats while allowing SDG&E to install, 
maintain, operate, and repair its existing gas and electric system and undertake typical 
expansion of the electric grid. By its terms, the HCP/NCCP aims to preserve intact the 
biological and physical resources comprising sensitive habitats (ecosystems) to the 
greatest extent possible and afford all species within managed habitats greater protections 
than before (HCP/NCCP §1.3).  
 
To that end, the HCP/NCCP includes 61 required Operational Protocols that SDG&E has 
implemented since 1995. These Operational Protocols are primarily based upon impact 
avoidance and minimization and recognize that minor adjustments during planning and 
execution of activities can often yield major benefits to species and their habitat 
(HCP/NCCP §7.1). Among other things, they require SDG&E to: 
 

 Conduct pre-activity surveys for O&M occurring off access roads in natural areas. 
An environmental surveyor also has to determine the extent of habitat and flag 
habitat boundaries that must be avoided. (HCP/NCCP §7.1.3) 

 Design O&M to minimize new disturbance, erosion, and off-site degradation from 
accelerated sedimentation. (HCP/NCCP §7.1.4) 

 Conduct continued monitoring as recommended in the Pre-activity Survey Report 
and remove all habitat flagging from the construction site. (HCP/NCCP §7.1.4) 

 Inspect supplies or equipment to prevent wildlife entrapment or injury. 
(HCP/NCCP §7.1.4) 

 
The USFWS (and CDFW) approved the HCP/NCCP in 1995 and on December 18, 1995, 
issued SDG&E an incidental take permit (ITP) (ITP No. PRT-809637) under section 10 
of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). That permit authorized the “incidental take of 110 
species in San Diego County and portions of Orange and Riverside County, California.” 
It was subject to compliance with and implementation of the HCP/NCCP. 
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1.1.1.2. Cultural Resources 
 
Where a potentially significant intact resource is known and could be affected, SDG&E 
develops and implements measures to avoid or minimize impacts to the resource. Site 
protection measures that are routinely implemented for O&M activities include:  
 

 Establishing work exclusion zones;  
 Finding alternate work locations or access routes;  
 Prohibiting vehicles, staging, or construction within resource boundaries;  
 Hand digging pole holes, micrositing construction methods, or setting poles by 

helicopter to minimize overland travel;  
 Assigning an archaeological and/or Native American construction monitor within 

or near known or suspected archaeological sites;  
 Developing and/or facilitating cultural resources awareness training for crews; and  
 Completing archaeological excavations when impacts cannot be avoided.  

 
Generally, O&M on existing facilities takes place in areas that have been previously 
disturbed during the initial placement of infrastructure; thus, the potential for significant 
impacts to cultural resources from these activities are considered low. Nonetheless, 
SDG&E implements Standard Protection Measures that minimize ground disturbance and 
require work to stop if resources are discovered.  These measures, described below, help 
protect cultural resources by reducing the potential for disturbance or damage. 
 

 If cultural resources are discovered during the Project, stopping Project activities at 
the discovery location until a qualified archaeologist can assess the significance of 
the find and, if necessary, develop appropriate treatment measures in consultation 
with an SDG&E Cultural Resource Specialist and the agency;  

 Leaving artifacts where they are found; 
 Containing ground disturbance to the extent of the project area;  
 Keeping vehicles on existing roads as feasible; 
 Keeping information about cultural discoveries and archaeological site data 

confidential to the extent allowed under applicable law; 
 Not collecting or otherwise touching or disturbing these resources without prior 

coordination with the relevant agency/Tribe; 
 Having SDG&E’s Tribal Liaison coordinate with the Tribe to apprise them of the 

work and schedule. 
 

1.1.1.3. Other Standard Operating Procedures 
 
In addition to biological and cultural resources, SDG&E routinely implements standard 
procedures related to stormwater management, hazardous materials and waste, fire 
prevention, and other environmental resources. For example, the Best Management 
Practices Manual for Water Quality Construction (BMP Manual; SDG&E 2011) provides 
standardized BMPs to reduce or eliminate pollutants in runoff from SDG&E construction 
projects and construction activities for water quality protection.  
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Attachment 7: Environmental Overview Form 

 
Note: this attachment is the Google Form and will be included in the PDF once it is 

submitted to BIA, which will occur just prior to the EA submittal 
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Attachment 8: NEPAssist Report 

 
 



NEPAssist Report

Input Coordinates: 33.201055,-116.966346,33.201046,-116.966099,33.200902,-116.965927,33.200705,-
116.965970,33.200543,-116.966013,33.200624,-116.966421,33.200785,-116.966453,33.201055,-116.966346
Project Area 0.00 sq mi

Within an Ozone 8-hr (1997 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? yes
Within an Ozone 8-hr (2008 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? yes
Within a Lead (2008 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within a SO2 1-hr (2010 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within a PM2.5 24hr (2006 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within a PM2.5 Annual (1997 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within a PM2.5 Annual (2012 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within a PM10 (1987 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within a Federal Land? no
Within an impaired stream? no
Within an impaired waterbody? no
Within a waterbody? no
Within a stream? no
Within an NWI wetland? Available Online
Within a Brownfields site? no
Within a Superfund site? no
Within a Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) site? no
Within a water discharger (NPDES)? no
Within a hazardous waste (RCRA) facility? no
Within an air emission facility? no



Within a school? no
Within an airport? no
Within a hospital? no
Within a designated sole source aquifer? no
Within a historic property on the National Register of Historic Places? no
Within a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) site? no
Within a Land Cession Boundary? yes
Within a tribal area (lower 48 states)? yes
Within the service area of a mitigation or conservation bank? yes
Within the service area of an In-Lieu-Fee Program? no
Within a Public Property Boundary of the Formerly Used Defense Sites? no
Within a Munitions Response Site? no
Within an Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)? no
Within a Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC)? no
Within an EFH Area Protected from Fishing (EFHA)? no
Within a Bureau of Land Management Area of Critical Environmental Concern? no
Within an ESA-designated Critical Habitat Area per U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service? no
Within an ESA-designated Critical Habitat river, stream or water feature per U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service?

no

Created on: 6/17/2023 8:48:04 PM


